
 

11/20/2020 

Dear Residents and Families, 

As the Holiday Season is fast approaching, I would like to review some important 

concerns related to staying safe.  

As one of the many nursing homes/communities that has already endured the 

difficulties and losses due to the Covid-19 virus, I think it is important that we stay 

focused on how we can prevent Covid during the upcoming holidays.  We 

understand the emotional impact that separation from your loved one has 

caused, however we must continue to follow the visitation guidelines as well as 

core principles of infection prevention, such as remaining six feet or more apart, 

wearing a face covering, and limiting the number of visitors in the nursing home 

at any one time. The federal government is recommending that nursing home 

residents do not leave their facilities during the ongoing public health emergency 

as the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays approach.   

This year is going to be different around the holidays, unfortunately, but it needs 

to be different because of the position we are in with the high positivity rates and 

high hospital admissions related to Covid-19.  Research has shown that 

community Covid-19 infection rates directly impact rates within nursing homes.  

So this is very concerning to our campus at this time.  CMS is strongly encouraging 

staff, residents and visitors to exercise extreme caution this year.  

We are preparing for many unique and innovative ways to celebrate the 

upcoming holidays without having parties or gatherings that could increase the 

risk of Covid-19 transmission.  Some of the programs include:  Thanksgiving Day 

we will have a traditional Thanksgiving dinner with turkey and all the trimmings 

while we transform our dining rooms to have new designs for comfortable dining. 

December: We will be having horse drawn carriage rides offered on our campus 

for residents provided by RLEEF (Resident Life Enrichment Endowment Fund).  



Families will be able to decorate outside your loved one’s room (with approval 

and an appointment).  We have virtual holiday concerts scheduled, and we will be 

pre-recording our 25th Annual Garden of Life to be broadcast via YouTube later in 

December. An exciting new experience is being planned called the “Holiday 

Express”, this exciting event will involve families signing up for a designated time 

and you will be encouraged to decorate your car, bring presents, holiday cards 

etc, fill your cars with as many people as you would like and drive by with a quick 

stop to see your family member while wishing them Happy Holidays.  (Socially 

distanced of course).  

The Homewood staff are working to facilitate more visitation hours/days.  

Outdoor visits are preferred because it poses a lower risk of transmission, 

however we have identified more indoor visit areas due to the changing weather 

conditions.  Please call Karen Baranauskas at 717-637-4166 to schedule a visit.  

Let’s work together through these holidays and prepare for the vaccine which will 

bring our families back together.  

Best Regards, 

 

 

Karen Coleman, Exec. Director  

 


